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The White House said yes- 
terday that former presden- 
tial aides involved in the 
Watergate investigation will 
not be permitted to make 
even handwritten notes of 
documents on file in their 
former offices. 

Deputy press secretary 
Gerald L. Warren, in N re- 
sponse to a question at a 
regular briefing, said the 
former aides could “peruse” 
the documents but could not 
copy them in any way. ' 

Later, he elaborated on 
the position, saying that 
White House lawyers de- 
cided on May 23 that former 
presidentiaTlssxstants could 
examine papers on file to 
“refresh their , memories” 
but would be expressly pro- 
hibited from making photo- 



ten notes. 

He said the ruling was 
based on a “desire to main- 
tain confidentiality of presi- 
dential papers, not only for 
this President but all Presi- 
dents,” 

While testifying before the 
Senate Watergate commit- 
tee two weeks ago, former 
presidential counsel John 
W. Dean III asked for help 
from the Senators in getting 
White House permission to 
photocopy papers on file in 
his old office. 

~ Dean said he had been al- 
lowed access to his files, but 
he complained that he had 
to laboriously copy by hand 
stacks of papers that had 
been requested by the com- 
mittee. He said that on 
some occasions he had to 
use the top of a safe as his 
desk. 

r 



acknowledged -■ yesterday 
that Dean had copied docu- 
ments by hand, despite, the 
May 23 ruling, but said 
those instances were * 
“exceptions rather than the 
rule.” 

In a letter last Saturday 
to Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D- 
N.C.), chairman of the 
Watergate committee, Mr. 
Nixon clearly ruled out the 
possibility that former aides 
might photocopy papers in 
the White House and turn 
them over to the committee. 
But the President said noth- 
ing to change his promise of 
May 22 that Dean and other 
former assistants may in- 
spect their papers under su- 
pervision and makes notes 
from them. 

The White House had no 
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explanation yesterday for the 
delay in disclosing the May 
23 guidelines, or for why 
they were implemented just 
one day after Mr. Nixon had 
issued a comprehensive ex- 
planation about Watergate 
in which he promised that 
executive privilege would 
not be invoked in any testi- 
mony by former aides. 

Warren’s statement 
seemed to put the White, 
House on a collision course 
with the Senate Watergate 
committee, which is ex- 
pected to . vote today ; on 
whether 'it will issue subpoe- 
nas for a long list of presi- 
dential documents. 

The committee has asked 
for a wide range of such pa- 
pers, including information 
relating to tax returns and 
. even news summaries with 
presidential notations in the 
margins. 

Declaring that he believes 
the committee has the right 
to take possession of, the, pa- 
pers by subpoena, Ervin has 
said, “If a,Pres ; dent wants 
to withhold information 
from the committee and the 
American people, I would 
Just let him take the conse- 
quences of that.” . 

Meanwhile, there were in- 
. dications yesterday that for- 
mer ‘White House adviser 
John D. Ehrlichman will be 
compelled to tell Senate in- s 
vestigators whether he hi-' 
formed Mr. Nixon of his 
suspicions that high officials 
of the President’s re-election 
campaign were involved in 
the Watergate operation. 

. Warren said yesterday 
that executive privilege 
would not be invoked in the 
questioning of Ehrlichman, 
as it was on May 4, when 
Ehrlichman refused to tell 
Watergate committee inves- 
tigators • about certain con- 
versations with the Presi- 
dent. 

At the time of the staff in- 
terview with Ehrlichman in . 
early May, the White 
House position was that all 



conversations between Mr. V 
Nixon and his aides were , 
covered by executive privi- 
lege and could not be ex-' : 
tracted by Senate investiga- 
tors. 

In yesterday’s Watergate 
hearing, former Attorney 
General John N. Mitchell . 
said it was his understand- 
ing that Ehrlichman cannot : 
invoke executive privilege 
on his own, but that the pre- . 
rogative is the President’s 
alone. - 

In response to a question 
by Sen. Daniel Inouye (D- 
Hawaii), Mitchell said, 

' “Senator, in my understand- 
ing of executive privilege it 
is not Mr. Ehrlichman that 
can invoke it. It is, the Pres- 
ident is, the only, one who . 
can invoke the area of exec- 
utive privilege.” 

Asked about the apparent, 
conflict between Ehrlich- : 
man's position on May 4 and 
Mitchell’s . statement, White 
House deputy press secre- 
tary Gerald Warren said the 
question of Ehrlichman’s fu- 
ture testimony “is firmly 
covered” in Mr. Nixon’s May 
22 explanation on the Water- 
gate affair. 

In the statement, the 
President said executive 
privilege “will not be in- 
voked as to any testimony 
concerning possible criminal 
conduct or discussions of 
possible criminal conduct in 
the matters currently under 
investigation, including the 
Watergate affair and the al- 
leged coverup.” 

Ehrlichman has ; not been . 
interviewed by Senate inves- 
tigators sinbe May 4, Senate: 
sources said, but will proba- 
bly be questioned privately , 
before making a public ap- 
pearance before the commit- 
tee. 

Ehrlichman has denied .. 
any role in the planning and. 
the coverup of the June 17, , 
1972, break-in at Democratic 
National Committee head- 
quarters at the Watergate. 




